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Chapter 4 – Geologic Time 
Part B 

 
ABSOLUTE: this method of dating is used by geologist to 
estimate the age of rocks 
AMINO: all living organisms are made of these acids 
AMPHIBIANS: this type of animals made their appearance 
during the Devonian Period 
ATLANTIC: this ocean started to form during the Triassic 
Period 
ATMOSPHERE: it took the earth close to one billion years 
to form that 
BACTERIA: if formed for the first time during the 
Precambrian Era 
BIRDS: they appeared during the Jurassic Period 
CAMBRIAN: many marine invertebrates are formed in this 
Period 
CANYON: the Grand ______ was formed during the Quaternary 
Period 
CENOZOIC: we are living now in this geologic Era 
CORALS: a rich variety of these organisms became abundant 
during the Silurian Period 
COMET: some scientists believe that maybe one ______ 
caused the extinction of the dinosaurs  
CRETACEOUS: dinosaurs became extinct at the end of this 
Period 
DEVONIAN: fish became abundant in the ocean during this 
Period 
DINOSAURS: they dominated the planet during the Mesozoic 
Era 
ENVIRONMENT: severe changes in the ______ resulted in the 
extinction of the dinosaurs 
EOCENE: Second Epoch in the Tertiary Period 
EPOCHS: each geologic period is divided in these units of 
time 
ERAS: large units of time in which the geologic time is 
divided  
EXTINCT: the Paleozoic Era ended when numerous plants and 
animals became ______ 
FOUR: the geologic time is divided in this number of eras 



HIMALAYAS: this chain of mountains started to rise 
between the Miocene and Pliocene Epochs 
HUMANS: the term Homo Sapiens refers to ______  
IRIDIUM: this element is common in meteorites and in 
molten lava 
ISOTOPES: they are chemical elements with the same number 
of protons but different number of neutrons 
JURASSIC: dinosaurs were the dominant species during this 
Period 
MAMMALS: they appeared during the Triassic Period 
MESOZOIC: important Era dominated by various species of 
dinosaurs 
METEORITE: some scientists believe that a large ______ 
caused the extinction of the dinosaurs  
MIOCENE: Epoch in the Tertiary Period 
MISSISSIPPIAN: the first insects evolved during this 
Period of the Paleozoic Era 
OCEAN: life originated in there during the Precambrian 
Era 
OLIGOCENE: Epoch in the Tertiary Period between the 
Eocene and the Miocene 
ONE: it took the earth this number of billions of years 
to form the oceans and the continents 
ORDOVICIAN: The first fish formed in this Period of the 
Paleozoic Era 
PALEOCENE: first Epoch of the Tertiary Period 
PALEOZOIC: during this Era animals and plants gained the 
ability of living on land 
PANGAEA: this supercontinent began to break up during the 
Triassic Period 
PENNSYLVANIAN: the evolution of reptiles occurred in this 
Period 
PERIODS: Eras are divided in these units of time 
PERMIAN: Large number of marine invertebrates became 
extinct at the end of this Period 
PLIOCENE: The Tertiary Period ended with this Epoch 
PRECAMBRIAN: this Era ended about 640 millions of years 
ago 
QUATERNARY: Recent and Pleistocene Epochs are part of 
this Period 



RADIOCARBON: ______ dating can help estimate the age of 
objects up to 50,000 years 
RADIOMETRIC: the process ______ dating can help estimate 
the age of rocks and fossils 
RECENT: humans appeared in this Era of the Quaternary 
Period 
SILURIAN: A variety of plants started to form on land 
during this Period of the Paleozoic Era 
TERTIARY: mammals became abundant in the planet during 
this Period 
TRIASSIC: The first mammals made their appearance during 
this Period 
URANIUM: an ______ isotope can help measure the age of 
rocks older than 1 billion years 
VOLCANIC: one hypothesis says that a large number of 
______ eruptions may have killed the dinosaurs 
YUCATAN: one hypothesis says that the meteor that killed 
the dinosaurs hit this Peninsula on planet Earth 
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